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ever firmly rooted here and there, would of course be
overpowered by a loyal and a large majority. Nor do I
believe that the proposal of a new grant to the Crown,
and the consequent necessity of increased taxation to
the people, would have interposed any serious obstacle.
Tne load of taxation on the Colonies was at this period
light indeed. According to a calculation made by Lord
North in that very year, each inhabitant of England paid
in taxes upon an average not less than five and twenty
shillings annually, but each inhabitant of British Ame-
rica no more than sixpence.* The experience of the
closely following Revolutionary War proves how easily
und readily when their feelings were involved the Ame-
ricans could raise far greater supplies. And surely had
Lord Chatham's scheme prevailed their feelings would
have been involved. They would have been pleased and
proud to show that their previous refusal to pay taxes
sprung from principle and not from inability or disaffec-
tion, and that when once their views of principle had been
complied with they could contribute with no sparing hand
to the exigencies of their countrymen and to the service
of their King.

The scheme of Lord Chatham, though rejected with so
little ceremony by the Ministers, was not without its in-
fluence on the Ministers themselves. It may have left
impervious Lord Sandwich or Lord Gower, but it seems
to have convinced Lord North at least and Lord Dart-
mouth of the necessity of attempting a pacific overture.
Only a few days afterwards Dr. Franklin to his great
surprise received indirectly some communications of that
nature from the Government. Some time before he had
become acquainted with Mrs. Howe, a worthy maiden
lady, with whom he used to play at chess. At her house
and at her request he had several interviews with her
brother, Admiral Lord Howe, the same who was after-
wards appointed to the chief command in North Ame-
rica. Even already Lord Howe stood high in the confi-
dence of the Cabinet. Another channel for discussion
with Dr. Franklin was Mr. David Barclay, a friend of
Lord Dartmouth and Lord Hyde. Much earnest conver-

* Paii. Hist. vol. xviii. p. 222.